
New Hope-Solebury School District 

Curriculum Advisory Committee Agenda 
June 5, 2014—District Office Conference Room, 6:30PM 
 

 
 
 

I. Call to Order 
 
 

II. Approval of Minutes from the April 3, 2014 Meeting 
 
 

III. Old Business 
a. Update on Study Island—Cost and Direction for 2014-2015 
b. Update on Elementary Spanish Program—Impact on Future MS 

Spanish Instruction 
c. Changes in Elementary Literacy Programs for 2014-2015 

 
 

IV. New Business 
a. Professional Development Calendar for 2014-2015 
b. Teacher-Leader Updates 
c. Elementary Report Card 
d. Curriculum and Instruction Foci for 2014-2015 
 
 

V. Dates 2014-2015 CAC Meetings—September 30th, December 2nd, 
February 24th, and May 12th (All meetings will start at 6:30PM in the 
District Office Conference Room.) 

 
 

VI. Public Comment   
 
 

VII. Adjournment 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
New Hope-Solebury School District 

Curriculum Advisory Meeting 
April 3, 2014 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Board Members Present: Tracy Keyes and Adrienne Deussing (chairs), Dan 
Dupont, Susan Atkinson 
Administrative Staff Present: Dr. Boccuti, Steve Yanni, Dr. Cortellessa, Mr. Silver 
Committee Members Present: Michelle Cosner, Stephanie Marrone, Amanda 
Lynch, Chris Cook, June Gomez, Nancy Rachlin, Brian Loving, Wenmei Ge, Amishi 
Castelli 
Public Present: Joanne Reszka, Elaine Buttemeier, Ellen Stiefel, Melvin Band 
 

I. Call to Order at 6:30p.m. by Tracy Keyes 

 
II. Approval of January 30th Minutes 

a. A request was made to add Mr. Dan Dupont to the Board Members 

present at the January 30th Meeting 

b. A motion was made by Michelle Cosner and second by Adrienne 

Deussing to approve the change and the minutes 

 
III. Old Business 

a. Update on World Languages: Mr. Yanni touched upon the viability of 

the current World Languages program and the trajectory in which it 

needs to go to allow for AP languages in the high school.  Mrs.  

Gonzales has been working with the Middle School and High School 

world languages departments to properly align her elementary 

program.  Mr. Yanni noted that it will be a three year process to 

properly align the ES, MS, and HS programs to ensure that our high 

school students who want to take the AP Spanish exam will score well. 

Mr. Dupont asked if we currently offer AP Spanish online.  Mr. Band 

asked about the viability of the French program and Mrs. Cosner 

asked if there will be other online World Language options. Mr. Yanni 

assured all that while our current focus is on aligning our Spanish 

program, we will keep all these options on the radar. 

b. Update on Being a Writer: Mr. Yanni briefed all on the piloting of 

“Being a Writer.”  Mrs. Rachlin then commented how engaging the 

pilot has been as she has been observing second grade in Mrs. 

McGlynn’s class. She likes how the text goes with the literature to 

model what they will be writing and she commented how the students 

are really enjoying the program.  Mr. Yanni added that “Being a 



Writer” makes writing more enjoyable, setting up a core framework 

for next year.  Mrs. Gomez then commented that the fourth graders 

that she observed are coming up with better writing ideas, building a 

stronger writing community, and generating more authentic writing.  

The program serves as a strong prep for Middle School writing and is 

in sync with kid writing.  Next Steps: Implementation in the Fall of 

2014, obtain a quote and recommendation to the Board.  Estimated 

cost- $11,000. 

c. Professional Development Make-up Time:  Mr. Yanni explained that 

there are four days to make-up that teachers may do either at the end 

of the school year or through a hybrid model of self-initiated 

workshops and project-oriented options.  By allowing this hybrid 

model, teachers have been able to work in more focused groups on 

initiatives that will ultimately move this district in a forward 

direction.  Mrs. Marrone commented that teachers like working in 

these various focus groups of interest, ultimately bringing us back to 

the core elements.  Mrs. Gomez added that she attended workshops 

and that they served as a nice support to our district-wide initiatives.  

She asked that we entertain keeping a PD structure like this going 

forward.  Mr. Yanni finished that we will definitely entertain the idea 

as we look to next year. 

 
IV. New Business 

a. Curriculum Advisory and Act 48 Professional Development 

Committees:  Mr. Yanni stated that he currently acts as the 

Administrative liaison to both of these groups and would like to see 

more focused groups in each building going forward in order to 

properly focus on the needs of every department at every level.  Mrs. 

Marrone asked that we keep the K-5 focus groups together as many 

teachers work across both buildings.  Dr. Boccuti commented that he 

would like to see Bucks County offer Professional Development again 

for Specials Areas.  

b. Elementary Literacy Adoption- Mrs. Gomez briefed the CAC- a cross-

section of teachers (15) were introduced to various literacy programs.  

After many questions and much discussion, “Literacy By Design” 

emerged as the favorite of the top two programs.  It had a wonderful 

writing piece with integrated reading including a gradual release of 

responsibility model.  “Journeys Reading” seemed to be a more 

traditional model.  Mrs. Marrone added that she preferred “Literacy 

By Design” as you can teach it through a variety of books therefore 

catering to differing guided reading levels.  Mrs. Rachlin commented 

that “Literacy By Design” meets children where they currently are 



with guided reading and allows teachers to take them to the next level 

through its guided reading library.  It also adds a non-fictional social 

studies and science aspect and has a wonderful technology driven 

component that allows for “home” baskets of reading materials at 

each grade level.  It is parent and teacher user friendly and references 

PA common core.  Mrs. Rachlin also addressed Mrs. Cosner’s concerns 

about children with fluency issues.  Mr. Yanni added that “Literacy By 

Design” will help us to keep our kids engaged.  It will also allow us to 

close the gap between 5th and 6th grade RELA. Next Steps: CAC goal is 

to get materials into hands of teachers over the summer.  Mr. Silver 

asked that we keep parents abreast of changes and Mrs. Marrone 

added that Back to School night is a good time.  A combined motion 

was made by Mrs. Gomez and seconded by Mrs. Cosner to present 

Being a Writer and Literacy By Design to the School Board.  All were 

in favor. 

c. Elementary Science Alignment:  Mr. Yanni informed the CAC that 

ASSET will be coming out to district on May 13th.  Their goal is to 

evaluate our current science curriculum and work with our district to 

make align our curriculum to Pennsylvania and national standards.  

They will also align our science curriculum to our Literacy By Design 

curriculum.  Mr. Cook added that they will start with our K-5, give 

feedback on where we need to go to be at the next level.  ASSET 

contract costs $2,600.  Mrs. Castelli made a motion, seconded by Mrs. 

Gomez to present to the School Board.  Mr. Yanni added that feedback 

from ASSET will also be presented to the School Board at that time. 

d. High School and Middle School Math Alignment: Mr. Loving stated 

that we are looking at how students in the high school are currently 

being placed in math and working backwards (AP Calc.-Calc.-Pre calc.-

Algebra, etc) to better align pathways for growth.  Proposed tracks for 

progression will be fluid to cater to ever changing needs of our 

students.  In addition, there will be a 5-prong readiness assessment 

for entry into Algebra 1.  Mrs. Cosner commented that she likes the 

new pathways set forth, but would like to see us move away from 

titles such as Advanced, Honors, and Academic.  Mrs. Marrone added 

that we have markers in place to set the developmental stage 

demonstrating a student’s math readiness to move to 6th grade from 

the elementary level.  We need to keep open communications with 

parents as to the math tracks for students and why recommendations 

are made.  She expressed concern when data does not support a 

specific track for a student causing them to struggle.  Mrs. Ge added 

that we need to keep in mind changes in college boards come 2016 

and parents that are concerned about SAT scores.   



e. Elementary Standards-Aligned Report Card (SARC): Mr. Yanni has 

been collaborating with Mr. Tom Guski to develop a SARC.  A report 

card survey was administered to the district- 24 teachers and 190 

parents responded (See attached results). Next steps: present new 

report card structure at June CAC meeting. 

f. Introduction of Amanda Lynch, 5th Grade Teacher and Technology 

Teacher-Leader 

g. Teacher Leader Updates:  Mrs. Gomez shared her experience with 

Penn Literacy Network where teachers complete 4 of 5 sessions about 

literacy spreading across disciplines.  It brings a new approach to 

grammar and a strong teaching of strategies to bring back and pass 

along to colleagues.  Teachers earn 4.5 credits at no cost to the 

district.  She will look to take a group of teachers from the Middle 

School next year.  Mr. Cook commented that the pick-n-coaching 

cycles are going well.  Also, the Middle School and High School have 

planned trips with the Bucks County Audubon Society.  The Physics 

first conversations have started as we have reached out to other 

districts on how they are implementing the structure.  Meghan Dingas 

will be running a 5th grade science fair.  Mrs. Gomez added that she 

was very impressed by the 4th grade Invention Convention.  Mr. 

Loving said there is a lot of work going on with transitioning math 

teachers and math text book adoption. 

 
V. Preliminary Direction of Next Year 

a. District wide focus on grading and assessment: Goals for this year are 

formative assessments.  Goals for next year are grading assessments 

(i.e. make sure that we are assessing what we should be) 

b. Continued focus on formative assessment 

 
VI. Goals for Next Meeting (June 5th at 6:30 pm) 

a. Mrs. Keyes asked for information on Study Island to be presented at 

the June meeting in addition to any next step items previously 

discussed in minutes above. 

 
VII. Public Comment: Mr. Band asked for a cursive handwriting update.  He 

also had questions regarding our SPP rating.  Mr. Yanni and Dr. Boccuti 

offered a few examples in the SPP grading as there are many factors that 

are weighed when calculating.   

 
VIII. Meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm. 

 
 


